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FVE press release/2019/010  

Consumers demand sufficient and  

high-quality food controls  
 

12 December 2019 - On 14 December 2019 the revised Official Controls Regulation 
(2017/625) will be applicable in all EU Member States.  
FVE welcomes the new Official Controls Regulation, its risk-based approach and the 
openness and stakeholders’ involvement in the consultation process.   
 
However, FVE remains concerned about its implementation and enforcement at 
Member State level. This piece of legislation may be used as an opportunity to save 
money rather than as a tool to strengthen the quality of the food chain controls. Such 
an approach could easily undermine food safety, public health, animal health and 
welfare and will negatively impact the EU economy.  
 
Already last year, 2018, several Member States reported an increase of Listeria, 

Campylobacter and VTEC cases. What concerns FVE even more, arises from the 

report by the EU Commission on the overall operation of official controls performed 

in Member States (2014-2016)1. The report points out that ‘Member States staff 

resources for controls are increasingly limited and that a potential further reduction 

risks negatively affecting the levels and quality of controls and the capacity to 

respond to emergencies. This is likely to be an increasingly important issue in the 

future development of official controls.”  

 

Also, the Commission staff document accompanying the above mentioned report 

highlights that there are “important general weaknesses with regard to emergency 

vaccination and preparedness for rapid depopulation of farms and significant 

differences in the capacity to early detect diseases and to respond to large-scale 

outbreaks” as well as several serious problems related to animal welfare around the  

transport of live animals and in slaughterhouses. 

Also, the recent report published in October by the European Consumer 

Organisation2 ‘Keeping food in check’, highlights that “there is a declining trend in 

resources and in the overall number of inspections carried out by Member States”.  

Competent authorities from Austria, Belgium, Germany, Greece, Italy, Netherlands, 

Spain, UK, have clearly signalled that the resources available for controls are 

increasingly limited. And, as for the number of checks carried out, the report shows 

that in the case of Belgium, France, Greece, Poland, Ireland and UK, the number of 

official controls undertaken in food establishments “has been cut dramatically on the 

past years”.  

 
1 https://ec.europa.eu/food/audits_analysis/annual_reports_en 
2 https://www.beuc.eu/publications/worrying-decline-food-controls-europe-new-beuc-report-reveals/html 
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• FVE calls on Member States to ensure enough human and financial 

resources for the performance of official controls. National governments 

must put in place all the necessary resources to allow Competent 

Authorities and official veterinarians to fulfil their responsibilities (audit, 

inspection, enforcement).  

 

• FVE calls on the EU Commission to assist Member States in setting up 

adequate and satisfactory official controls and to monitor this closely with 

Directorate F. We also call to keep courses through the Better Training for 

Safer Food (BTSF) Program.  

https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/5500
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NOTES TO EDITORS  

The Federation of Veterinarians of Europe (FVE) is an umbrella organisation of veterinary organisations from 40 

European countries, representing a total of around 300 000 veterinarians. The Federation of Veterinarians of Europe 

(FVE) strives to promote animal health, animal welfare and public health across Europe.  

 For further information, consult the FVE website www.fve.org  

FVE Secretariat on Tel +32 2 533 70 20 or by e-mail to info@fve.org 

 


